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EDITOR'S CORNER

glcame.  readers, o

anather issue of Con-

struction in Focus. In this
issue, we have fundamentals on our
minds — the building Backs of con-
struction, both figuratvely and liter-
alty, These building blocks indude
such key aspects & leadership, vision,
and 2 commitment 0 guality, as
well as the more correte - if you'l
parden the pun - elerments such as
stone and tile, building emvelopes,
and, you guessed it, concrate.

In Claire Suttes’ Representing the Concrete Pipe industry, we take a closer loak at
the Armerican Concrete Fipe Assaciation. The voice of the concrete pipe industry
since 1907, this key body has been instrurmental in shaping ard oversesing the
madernization of America’s infrastructure. In its role as advecate, educato, and
champion of guality and safety, the ACFA has made it its mission ta represents its
members’ interests and to keep a close eye on new developments and evalving
techralagy.

& key iszue for the ACPA is empowering engineers w choose the mast appro-
prigte pipe for a particulsr project's needs, and the Assaciatan was instrurmental
i bringing abaut this change at the federal level; now it & tuming i attention
1o the state level. Read about this initiatve, the ATFAs educational and training
pragrams, &nd much mone in this ssue's in-depth piece.
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Jaime McKee
Editar
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Representing

O CONCRETE

+ PIPE
Industry

oncrete  boasts numerolus advantages as a pipe
rmaterial, Strength is a leading asset, “[Concrete pipes]
will handle betwesn 80 and 90 percent of the load
that is put upon them,” says ACPA President Matt Childs, “The
backfill i not having to do the work—the pipe is doing the
work. With a flesible pipe like plastic pipe, you are depending
on that low bid contractor to build a soil structure around that
pipe because that pipe brings very little strength to the project.
Anything made out of plastic is going to be much less strang
than what you would make out of concrete” In fact, concrete
pipes are so strong that they are often used as bomb shelters
by civilians living in conflict zones.

Concrete pipe is also extremely durable, lmmune to most
elernents, concrete does not bum, nust, tear, float, or buckle,
“Concrete pipe will last at least 100 years,” says Mr. Childs. If
you have an interstate or a US. highway evacuation route or
something that i heavily used, you don't want to have to tear
up that roadway to replace the pipe. You want a pipe that you
can put under there and not worry about for 100, 150 years."



The American Concrete Pipe Association (ACPA)

is the nation’s voice of all matters influencing the
concrete pipe industry. Representing the industry
since 1907, the arganization helped oversee the rapid
maodemization of America’s infrastructure throughout

the twentieth century. Now, in the twenty first cenfury,
the ACPA continues fo move the indusiry—and
America’ infrastructure—forward through education,
networking opportunities, and advocacy.

COMETRUCTION I FOCTS

This is true even when flood or fire strikes. W there is a natural

disaster, concrete pipe is big and strong and heawy. It is going
0 be there to stay”

This resiliency s crucial, particulary when pipes run beneath
major roadways. “Some states won't use much plastic pipe
because there have been problems with road collapses after
brush fires have caused the pipe to light on fire”

Of course, some circumstances da favor plastic over concrete.
A lot of plastic pipe is used for agricuttural drains and small
diameter storm sewvers in neighborhoods. As the size of plastic
pipe increases, so does the liability of the contractor and speci-
fier because the pipelines or culverts have to be installed pre-
cisely according to standards to build the structure in the field
and achieve an installation that will perform for the design life
of the project.”

Because different jobs call for different pipes, the ACPA wants
o make sure that engineers have the freedom to use which-
ever pipe they feel is best for the dircumstance—whether
that means concrete of plastic. "Every pipe has its advantage
and the engineer needs to be the one to decide what is the
appropriate pipe for that project. Whether it is concrete, plastic,
fnetal—whatever it is”

The ACPA's advacacy focuses primarily an this issue. “Our main
battle is giving engineers the right to choase” The assodiation
believed that the 2005 federal highway reauthorization legisia-
tion—known as SAFETEA-LU—took away this Aght to choose.
The bill was intended to promate competition in the procure-
ment of culvert pipe for federally funded highways, but Mr.
Chillds says that instead, it forced the states to open their stan-
dards for culvert pipe—including products that had previously
been rejected by the state's engineers.

Before SAFETEA-LU passed, “we were not heavily involved in
Washington, DC in politics, We didn't have a lobbyist, We really
did not even playin that arena.” The association's concanms over
the bill spurred them to action and they were well prepared for
the next highway reauthorization bill, MAP-21, "When MAP-21
came around six of seven years later, we were onganized. We
started a grassroots campaign and educated the lawmakers in
Washington, DC on what was actually happening.”

In 2012, Congress unanimously restored the states’ ability to
select their preferred culvert pipe based upon their engineers’
recommendations. “We didn't try to make legislation that was
favarable just to our industry—we tried o make it fair to all
industries and akso reflect what needed to be done, which was
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“Our main battle is giving
engineers the right to choose.”

* for the engineering community o make the dedsions on what
pipe materdals tm use for federally funded projects,” Ms. Chilcs
says. “Sothe language that we worked on—and was supported
by the erginesring community—said in MAF-21 that the engi-
neers had the sutoramy to sslect whatever cubert marerizls
they wearit, wihich we felo was fair. 1t dossn't say you have o use
concrete; it doest say vou hawe o use plastic. |t says that the
engineer wha is the expert and has the exparience in designing
these projects is the ane wha neads to make the dedsian”

Ir 2015 congress wiate the mast recant highway reauthaoriza-
tion bill, the FAST Act, The ACPA lobbied against amendments
that would weaker the 2012 language that gawe states the
authority to select cubvert pipe materials for federally furded
highnsrys. A ot af the DO around the counitry fought that
alsa,” k. Childs reports. Everitually, both the House and Senate
warsions of the bill rejected the amendment. “The reason that
we were successful was becsuse the lawmakers krew that
wehiat wee were trying o do was fair”
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Maw, the ACPA is forused on the same isue at the sate
level. Arizona, Arkansas, Comnectiout, Morth Carcling, O

: on's cause, “Because what would happen if the
engineersare not allowed to make decisiors on piping mate-

rials in a state? Then ather materials—guandrail, paverrant,
bridge materizb—you take those aut of the hards of the
engineers also. 5o it is a very difficuls precedent and te
engineering commurity hes risen up and defeaed that
language in every state that it has been introduced”

Irt addition to adwacacy, the ACPA delivers & range of edu-
catioral opportunities the industry at the top of i
game. Fipe Schoal, Concrete Pipe Univers I}, Profes-
sional Development Courses, and are just
& few examples. The ass e dayz
clzsses at its Quality Schood in Irdng, Texas, The ACPA's Fro-
feszianal Fipe Promaotion Training Program (P3) is designed
o advance and complement the organization's strategic
plen and brarding strazegy.  Graduates will understand
both RCF technalogy and effective selling techriques.

The ACFA works to maintgin industry safety. The a
tion publishes =af i devaloped a safety course for
& warking within the industry, end lunched a natanal
ard to recognize plarts that excel in safety and companies
with innovative approaches to impraving worksr safety.

The asociatian recognizes a range of industry accomplish-
ments through its annual awards. The ACFA Project
Achievement Awerd wert ta AZPA Producer Wembers
inohed in the Delaware Department of Transportation
{DelDOT) Capital Transportation Frograrm, which replaces
failing p ulbwerts with ACPA praducts. The inidative deals
with several hundred shorcspan timbser bridges that were
fitted with cormegated metal pipe culverts in the late 19705
and 19805 The cubserts began 1o fail in the earky

marily due to Delawars’s o

and farm runaff.
The ACPA has been the voice of the concrete pipe industry

using on the most relevant issues of the day. For
naw, that means actively lobbying for highwey reauthoriza-
tion legislation that protects the interests of the industry at
both the state and federal level. The futura will reveal ne
challenges, but the ACPAs dedication o the industry w
remair the seme—ijust as it has for the last 109 years, =
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